
Photo 1: lens controls on a 35 mm SLR camera    1 

C:\Documents and Settings\Martin Merchant\Desktop\Martin Merchant\mmarteach-documents\P1-3.Lenscontrols_worksheet.doc 

 

Focus 

1. Describe very specifically how you focus the lens on your camera. Draw the lens 
barrel and label the focusing ring.  (20) 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. How can you tell if you’re in focus? Look at the middle of a telephone pole out 

the window and focus on it. Draw what you see in the viewfinder if you were 
focused on the middle of a telephone pole. Be sure to show me (or write out in 
words) how you KNOW the object is in focus. (20) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Focus the lens as close to you as you can.  

Use a pencil on the table.  
Measure the distance in inches.  
How close can you focus?          (10) 
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Focal length: Distance from optical center of lens to focal plane when focused at infinity. 
  
4. What is the focal length of your lens if it's "fixed", or has a set focal length.?  

or 
What is the focal length of your lens if it's a variable Zoom lens? (10) 

 
5. Find the focusing distance scale. This tells you how far away something is once 
you've focused on an object. Write the numbers in feet (not meters) on your lens 
barrel below. (10) 
 
 
 
Aperture 
Some normal fstop numbers: 
1.2       1.4       2       2.8       4       5.6       8       11       16       22       32       45       
64        
 

 
 

6. What is the largest aperture on your lens? (5) 
 
 
 
7. What is the smallest aperture on your lens? (5) 
 
 
 
8.  If I have a shutter speed of 1/250th of a second and an aperture of f11, what 
would be the equivalent exposure if I changed the shutter speed to 1/1000th of a 
second? (20) 
 


